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Indian Churches Support Bengal Refugee Project 


(Calcutta) - A consultation of 35 Indian church leaders meeting here July 13 
agreed to ask their churches to raise 100,000 rupees (about US$ 21,000) for the 
new Bengal Refugee Service, formerly known as Project Daya. (See EPS No. 6) 


At the meeting called by the National Christian Council of India, the dele- 
gates agreed that the Calcutta refugee problem was of extreme urgency and in- 
vyited the full participation of ecumenical agencies of churches in Asia and other 
parts of the world in the comprehensive rehabilitation programme. 


The group expressed appreciation for the commitmentsalready made by groups 
outside India for support of a five-year programme, They stressed that in its 
initiation, support and operation, the project will be ecumenical. 


An offer of the services of the Rev. Dr, Russell Stevenson of Church World 
Service (USA) in the initial stages of the establishment of the Bengal Refugee 
Service was accepted by the group. Dr. Stevenson will begin work on October l. 


The Indian consultation voted to concentrate on two priority projects. One 
or more of the refugee colonies near Calcutta will be selected in consultation 
with the Bengal government for special rehabilitation programmes, concentrating 
on vocational training. The other project will be university units which will 
provide day hostels for refugee students, Other projects will be investigated 
later. HPS, Geneva 
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Christian Students Challenged to Develop New Methods 


(Strasbourg) - Christian students were urged to find "new structures" for the 
missionary work of the churches at an international teaching conference of the 
World's Student Christian Federation,opened on July 16. 


Dean Richard Shaull of the Presbyterian Seminary of Central Brazil told 
some 700 students and leaders from more than 70 countries that the churches were 
at the end of a century of missionary expansion that was ending with the dis- 
crediting of Western colonialism. 


"We are at the end of a road", he warned, "and any attempt to shore up and | 
preserve the structures of the past can only be doomed to futility." 


Dean Shaull told the conference that Christian institutions developed in 
Western Europe would not be taken seriously by people outside the church when 
all the old Christian structures were being questioned and changed. 


The Strasbourg meeting is the key event in a six-year study programme on 
"The Life and Mission of The Church", One of the aims of the programme is to 
train future leadership for the ecumenical movement. “ 


The two-week conference, due to end July 31, features daily lectures by ex- 
perts on all aspects of the Christian faith in the modern world, Intensive read= 
ing by the students, discussion in small groups and hour-long seminars on twenty 
different subjects are other features of the meeting. 


Other speakers on the opening days included Dr. D.T. Niles of Ceylon, chair- 
man of the WSCF, Indian layman M.M. Thomas, Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, general 
secretary of the International Missionary Council, and Mlle Francoise Florentin 
of France, BPS, Geneva 
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Bishop Kaldy Answers Western Critics 

(Budapest) ~ Bishop Zoltan Kaldy of the Hungarian Lutheran Church has protested 
against "the suspicion which has repeatedly been expressed in certain church 
circles" that his church is adopting a role comparable to that of some German 
church leaders under the Nazi regime, 


Bishop Kaldy declared that "there is today absolutely no evidence in the 
Hungarian Lutheran Church of any attempts to give a Christian theological under- 
girding to the socialist ideology". 


In a speech to the Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church (Southern 
District), he said both the Communist party and the state would reject such an 
attempt. All that is expected of the church, he said, is that it support the 
economic upbuilding of the country as it attempts to eliminate poverty and co- 
operate in cultural life and efforts for peace, 


"The church too is far removed from the attempt to mix its theology with 
the ideology of Marxism and Leninism. Weither does it stipulate that the be- 
lievers accept 'by faith' the objectives of socialism," Bishop Kaldy said. 


He said critics had charged that the church "engages in politics". He re- 
ferred to such issues as peace and racial discrimination. "Every church is in 
some manncr engaged in politics," the bishop said. "The leaders of the Wester 
churches also make declarations on political, economic and social problems." He 
said for a church to fail to do so would be a rejection of responsibility. But 
; critics of the Hungarian Church object because the church does noURert tLCusS 
socialism and exercise "our responsibility in a negative way". EPS, Geneva 
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Churches Give Four Million Dollars for World Refugee Year 


(Geneva) - Churches around the world have given or pledged funds totalling 

USe 4,505,249 for special World Refugee Year projects proposed by the World 
Council of Churches. Projects totalling $8,423,927 were suggested by the Coun- 
cil's Service to Refugees! field staff and by National Christian Councils in the 
Near East and Asia, 


The projects for relief work in 19 countries were submitted to the WCC!s 
172 member churches at the beginning of World Refugee Year last summer. It was 
the largest single refugee relief plan ever blueprinted by the churches. 


The funds are in addition to the churches! regular programme for refugees 
through which 11,500 were settled in new homes last year and thousands of others 
were aided in integration and rehabilitation projects at a cost of about 
US$ 3,000,000, 


Funds are primarily for local integration of refugees who cannot be moved 
from their countries of asylum. Refugees will receive special vocational train- 
ing. Local dwellings for the able-bodied and homes for the aged and handicapped 
will be provided. land resettlement schemes, anti~TB programmes and self-help | 
projects will be supported in the Near East and Hong Kong. 


Although the WRY has officially ended, the many churches which operate on a 
different time~table for finance and programme are only at the half-way point. 
The figure released here does not include many special efforts of national relief 
and inter~church agencies in direct service. 

The response of the churches generally thus far has been encouraging, accord- 
ing to a spokesman for the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees 
of the WCC, although it has varied from country to country. EPS, Geneva 


Lutherans Explore Obstacles to Co-operation 
(Chicago, Tli.) - Leaders of the National Lutheran Council and the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod meeting in Chicago July 7-9 explored theological implications of 
inter-Lutheran relationships. It was the first such meeting to appraise positively 
obstacles to Lutheran co~overation in America, The Missouri Synod does not belong 
to the Council, 

Position papers prepared by the two groups to expound their views on doctrinal 
and practical matters were discussed. A study outline had been mutually agreed 
upon before the meeting, It was based on Article VII of the Augsburg Confession, 


The article dealing with church unity says in part: "And to the true unity 
of the church, it is enough to agree concerning the doctrine of the Gospel and 
the administration of the sacraments." The study outline included questions raised 
py the creedal statement and relevant scripture passages. The two groups agreed 
to hold a second meeting liovember 18-19, EPS, Geneva 


Faith and Order Commission Discusses Christian Unity 
(Geneva) —~ The 100-member Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of 
Churches will hold its triennal meeting at St. Andrews, Scotland, August 3 - 8. 
The Commission deals with guestions of church unity. 

The Archbishop of York, the Most Rev. A.M, Ramsey, and Dr, Douglas Horton, 
chairman of the Commission and former dean of Harvard Divinity School (USA) , will 
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present opening addresses on "Church Unity". This subject will be one of the 
main topics at the World Council's Central Committee also to be held at Lobe 
Andrews, August 16 -— 24, 


Major attention will be given to the question of the nature of the unity 
churches are seeking in the ecumenical movement. The role of the Faith and Order 
Commission in this search will be debated in the 1 reek-long meeting when a con- 
troversial report on the Commission's future is cena 


m = = . < 
This report proposes plans for the future programme of Faith and Order and 
its place within the ‘orld Council of Churches. It suggests that it should give 
closer attention to issues arising out of church union schemes now under nego- 
tiation. 


Four international theological commissionson Christ and the Church, Tradition, 
Worship and Institutionalism will report. At the meeting the Comission will dis-— 
cuss development of contacts with churches outside its membership including the 
Roman Catholic Church and evangelical churches. An informal consultation on 
church union negotiations will be held on August 9 and 10 to share information on 
recent developments in this field. It will be chaired by Or.JRobcort Nelson of 
Nashville, Tenn. BPS, Geneva 


American Missionary Familics Leave Congo Republic 


(Salisbury, Sy Rhodésia) <A group of 183 American Protestant missionaries, their 
wives and children were flown from the Congo Republic to Salisbury in Southern 


Rhodesia on July 14. Most of the missionaries were Presbyterians and Methodists 


serving in isolated stations in Northern Katanga province where violence has erupt- 
ede 


According to news reports, the missionaries have expressed the desire to go 
back as soon as possible. Those in outlying stations were ordered out by the 
American consulate, it was reported. 


Many of the mission stations in Kasai had airstrips which enabled a Presbyter-— 
ian missionary pilot to fly the evacuees in a small plane to Luluabourg, where 
they obtained transport to Rhodesia, 


According to Religious News Service, 1959 statistics gave the number of 
Protestant missionaries as 2608. Adult Christians number 821,473. 
No reports of missionaries of other nationalities had been received in Geneva 
=| 


as EPS went to press. Exact figures on the numbers of evacuated and remaining 
missionaries are not available. HPS, Geneva 


New Foreign Relations Head toe avisisial onan Clayuierolal 


(Moscow) — A new head of the Office of Foreign Relations of the Moscow Patriarchate 
of the Russian Orthodox Church has been named. He is Bishop Nikodim who was con- 
secrated as Bishop of Podolsk at a ceremony in Zagorsk on July 10. 


Bishop Wikodim succeeds Metropolitan Nikolai, 68, who has served as director 
of the foreign relations of the Patriarchate since 1944, Patriarch Alexei, the 
bishops of the Holy Synod and other church dignitaries were present at the cere= 
mony in Zagorsk when Bishop Nikodim was consecrated. 


Bishop Jlikodim has held an important position in the administrative office 
of the Patriarchate. Most recently he has served as vice-chairman of the foreign 


He was formerly in the mission of the Russian Orthodox Church 


relations office. 
BPS, Geneva 
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Buropean Youth Assembly Asked to Test Their Conclusions 


ef {t . & . . at . . 
(Lausanne) - “Are you going to deal with the issue of unity in your local si- 
tuation in an impatient and recklessly courageous way?" 


This question was put to the 1800 Christian youth attending the first 
European Ecumenical Youth Assembly here by Professor Johannes Hoekendijk of the 
Netherlands in the final formal speech of the conference on July 20, The meet- 
ing ends on July 24, (See EPS No, 27) 


; ae Dutch speaker challenged the delegates with a series of questions. 

Are there no revolutionaries here? People who do not want to improve or modify 
the structure and institutions of our Christian life but who are ready to break 
out of these prisons?" 


" a + 4 ee . * . 

As there any chance for you to avoid one of the major ecumenical sins, 
that 1s to be 'churchy'?",the professor of theology at the university of Utrecht | 
asked. | 


Calling for impatience, Dr, Hoekendijk asked the delegates to begin on such 
"impossible" tasks as disregarding confessional loyalties. "There will be no 
movement in the ecumenical movement unless we are ready to step out of our tra- 
ditions," He also challenged them "to do the impossible thing of intercomnunion". 


"At first we thought we could not pray together. Then we could not come 
together in an interdenominational conference without becoming a nuisance, Then 
we could not attend worship in other churches. Impossible until it happened" 


Pastor Ernst Lange of West Berlin spoke in place of Ingeborg Becker from 
Hast Berlin who was denied a visa, like the whole delegation from East Germany. 
He told the young people that they would have to put their experiences at Lau- 
sanne to test in local situations. 


The young people from a dozen European countries and other continents have 
been meeting in small groups to determine their attitudes to the questions raised 
in formal presentations at the meeting. The assembly is sponsored by the World 
Council of Churches and national’ ecumenical’ youth bodies. 


Turopean Churches and the World 


Dr, Nikos Nissiotis, Greek Orthodox theologian, said that by losing the sense of 
the unity of the Church, Christians have become no better than “anxious specta- 
tors of history" and Christianity has been reduced to an “ism - on the same level 
with other isms", As a result, members of a divided Church "lose their role as 
regenerators in the world". 

Dr. Nissiotis, a member of the staff of the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, 
Switzerland, emphasized that what the divided churches have lost is the sense 
that “the Church stands over and transcends all fleeting appearaices of the 
world, all ideologies and all political systems". 


"In Europe," he declared, "the division of the Church appears as the final 
fall. Instead of the light of the Holy Spirit, we have today the reflection of 
superficial glory, partisan propaganda, reciprocal opposition, all of which have 
their own theological systems where apologetic to polemical reasoning prevailed. 


It is only with the realization that “we are members of the One Universal 
Church", and "by rediscovering in ell its reality the power which we have re=- 
ceived through our new birth", that "all the barriers separating us will be 
abolished" and the Church will find its true unity, he concluded. 
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M.M. Thomas, a layman of the Mar Thona Syrian Church , India, speaking on 
the same subject, called upon the European youth not to indulge in nostalgia 
Soe Sea malts Ae ao ; oe aes 1, a 7 Red 3 : * : 
sor the Continent's past glories and powers, but to find a new vocation in a 
service to the world, 


f "Europe has a historic function to fulfil in world affairs," he declared, | 
a vocation which will be humbler in terms of power, but nevertheless a vocation ts 
which may not be less significant in terms of service to humanity," The main | 
task of European churches today, he said, is “to help Europe discover her new 
patterns of service to the world", and to "discern the significance of the basic 
ideas, aspirntions and passions underlying political and social’ changes toking ti 
place in Asia and Africa", 


its de 
For unless European youth are able to see "the basic human urges behind the ~~ 
nationalism of Asia and Africa" and to understand these urges as "the hand of ~ Sa 
God at work", he said, it will not be able to serve then, a 
t es ‘ 
The Task of the Churches in Changing Europe cl 
> . . * : ” - ; “an 
A British member of Parliament Tom Driberg said that the "God-shaped hole ts 
inside modern man" was being temporarily anaesthetized by billions of tranquil- e. 
: . : ‘TP 
Ue SD LS 5 e 
“Perhaps even the grotcsquée idolatry of filmstars and footballers may be a am 
tawdry substitute for tho reverence due to the saints and hcoroes of our Faith ogee 
whom we have shunned through fear of going too far in the other direction," the a 
Labour politician and journalist said. The attitude of both industrial workers — ot 
and the middle class to the Church is not so much active hostility as faintly i 
patronizing boredom, he added. us 
Wy 
. . 2 . . . . . . + ie . b eee 2 
Urging Christian participation in politics, he declared that "the Christian S 
Cannot contract out of the social context". “Those complacent Christians of the ea 
4 . a 3 ree 
past century who have blindly accepted and supported the established order are a 
as much to blame as Marx for the doctrinaire ‘atheism' of the Communists." a 2 
ted, 
Asserting that only men can be baptised and not their actions, Professor « deh 
Roger Mehl of Strasbourg University said "Let us build a united Europe, let us oe 
increase the Common Market areca, let us drive out nationalism in all its forms; iM 
those are signs of our faith. But ict us not imagine that by doing this, we are @ : 
restoring a Christian Surope. it is not by creating social structures which are) So 
fairer and more huma, that we are creating Christians at the same time." ot 
A Polish Lutheran leader, Dr. Waldemar. Gastpray said that non—Huropeans oe 
hold Europe entirely responsible for the present disorder of the world. He as- ey 


serted tliat the Church's one testimony is "to tell Christians to fulfil, their 
national and civic duties, even if the authority is pagan, as in the time of the 
Apostle Paul". 


Statement of French Youth on Algeria 


A statement expressin,; "repentance with regard to the Algcrian drama" was 
issued during the Assembly by the French delegation of 70 members from the French 
Protestant churches and youth movements. 

It declared that "without prejudice to the political opinions of individuals 
put conscious of its corporate responsibility", the delegation recognized that 
"many young people in France, following the example of their elders, continue to 
be indifferent to this drama, or have too easily gotten used to bry 


Meanwhile, they declared, "the whole country and particularly young people 
suffer from the evil influence of violence in all its forms" .., and "the re- 
sults are: disregard of human personality, denunciations, moral corruption, de- 
gradation of public spirit, cruel uncertainty regarding the future, and deep 
troubling of the national conscience which sometimes leads to despair", The 
statement added: 


"Desiring to be faithful to the Word of God, we affirm: 


1, 


That we see our neighbour for whom Christ died in EVERY Algerian, 
whether he is one of the original inhabitants of the country (Kabyle 
on Chaoia), or of Arab or European origin. 


That the understanding and brotherly welcome of every Algerian, without 
any distinction of ethnic background, is the first preoccupation of our 
Christian witness. 


That as young French Christians belonging to churches which are members 
of the World Council of Churches, or to organisations which are related 
to the Youth Department of the World Council, it seems to us to be our 

duty today to appcal to other Christians who belong to this ecumenical 

community to help us to reflect upon this situation and to find the way 
in which we must witness in it. 


We desire that the French government take up again the negotiations with 
the representatives of the FLN with a view to an early ending of hostilities 
p 


and to the free and impartial application of the princi 


ole of self-determi— 


ah 


TONG Cin 


We receive with gratitude the witness which our Algerian Christian brothers 
are rendering and we assure them of our faithful prayers and intercessions." 


BPS, Geneva 
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The Rev, Peter Kwei Dagadu of Ghana, member of the Executive and Central 
Committees of the World Council of Churches, died on Friday July 8 at Accra. Me 
was 52 years old. “As one of the first African Christian leaders to become a 


leader of the ecumenical movement, as a dedicated Christian, as a beloved friend, 


he will be remembered by Christians all over the world", the Council's general 


secretary, Dr. W.A.-Visser 't Hooft, said in a statement issued in Geneva. At 


the Executive Committee meeting of the WCC in February in Argentina, Mr. Dagadu 
had announced that the Methodist Church in Ghana was to become autonomous and 
would seek membership in the World Council of Churches. 


x x 


The Rev. Giorgio Girardet, formerly pastor of the Waldensian Church in 
Trieste, Italy, will become the new director of Agape, the Italian youth centre. 
He succeeds the Rev. Tullio Vinay, who started the intcrnational conference 


Centre in 194/,. 


See Ege 


The Malayan Christian Council is sending a celegation to the Prime 


Minister of the country to ask that an order banning all Christian broadcasts be 
rescinded, There are 150,000 Christians in the country. The order banning 


Christian broadcasts was issued last January. EPS, Geneva 


a, coe Ae os 


di q bax 


AJ 
a 


